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NATURAL RESOURCES OF SANTA CRUZ COUNTY 

Santa Cruz County is located at the north end of the Monterey Bay, 
along the central coast of California.  The County extends from the 
redwood-forested mountains to rolling farmlands and wetland 
sloughs, with miles of beaches along the Pacific Coast. 
 
Santa Cruz is the gateway to the Monterey Bay National Marine 
Sanctuary.  The County has 29 miles of beaches and includes six 
state parks and six state beaches. The State of California owns and 
maintains 42,334 acres of parks in the coastal and mountainous 
areas of Santa Cruz County. The County maintains an additional 
1,400 acres of parks, and numerous parks are also found within the 
cities. 
 
The area is well-known for watersports such as sailing, surfing, 
fishing, diving, kayaking, and viewing marine mammals.  Other 
popular outdoor sports include hiking, cycling, camping, rock 
climbing, skateboarding, birding and butterfly watching. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COVER PHOTO 
Built in 2001, Santa Cruz Breakwater Lighthouse, known as the 
Walton Lighthouse, stands 41 ½ feet tall.  It is located on the west 
breaker marking the entrance to Santa Cruz Harbor.  This structure 
replaced a harbor light that had marked its entrance for forty years.  
Charles Walton, a local businessman, contributed a significant part 
of the construction cost in memory of his late brother Derek Walton, 
who served in the merchant marines. 
 
The Walton Lighthouse can be seen from Twin Lakes State Beach, 
a popular mile-long shoreline. 
 
 
 
Photo by Vanessa Stafford, Santa Cruz, California 
Vanessa is a resident of Santa Cruz who is passionate about 
artfully combining architectural structures with plants using scenes 
from this area. 
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