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Item: 47. Public hearing held to consider recommendations relating to Swimming Pool, Spa 
and Hot Tub Barrier requirements; 
(1 ) accepted and filed report; 
(2) opened public hearing and considered initial public comments with regard to 
barriers for pools, hot tubs and spas; 
(3) directed Planning staff to prepare ordinance amendments to Chapters 7.64 and 
12.10 to include the provisions recommended in the letter of the Planning Director of 
March 27,2006; and 
(4) continued public hearing until the morning agenda of May 2, 2006 



COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

AT THE 
On the 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING 
Date of April 04, 2006 

REGULAR AGENDA Item No. 47 

Public hearing held to consider recommendations relating to Swimming Pool, Spa 
and Hot Tub Barrier requirements; 

Upon the motion of Supervisor Wormhoudt, duly Seconded by Supervisor Beautz, with 
Supervisor Pirie absent, the Board, accepted and filed report; opened public hearing and 
considered inital public comments with regard to barriers for pools, hot tubs and spas; 
directed Planning staff to prepare ordinance amendments to Chapters 7.64 and 12.10 to 
include the provisions recommended in the letter of the Planning Director of March 27, 
2006; and continued public hearing until the morning agenda of May 2, 2006 

cc: 
CAO 
Planning Departmet 
Santa Cruz County Board of Realtors 

State of California, County of Santa Cruz-ss. 

I, Susan A. Mauriello, Ex-officio Clerk of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Santa Cruz, State of 
California, do hereby certim that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the order made and entered 
in the Minutes of said Board of Supervisors. In witness thereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed 
tthe seal of said Board of Supervisors. 

by , Deputy Clerk ON April 05, 2006 



I 
COUNTY OF SANTA CRUZ 

PLANNl NG DEPARTMENT 
701 OCEAN STREET, qTH FLOOR, SANTA CRUZ, C A  95060 

TOM BURNS, PLANNING DIRECTOR 
(831) 454-2580 FAX: (831) 454-21 31 TDD: (831 ) 454-21 23 

March 27,2006 
AGENDA DATE: April 4,2006 

Board of Supervisors 
County of Santa Cruz 
701 Ocean Street 
Santa Cruz, CA 95060 

SUBJECT: BARRIERS FOR SWIMMING POOLS, HOT TUBS AND SPAS 

Members of the Board: 

The issue of properly constructed and maintained swimming pool and hot tubkpa barriers is 
one that has raised Board member concerns over the years, particularly with regard to child 
safety. As a result, there are currently several sections of the County Code that regulate 
required barriers for swimming pools and spas. In the course of addressing several recent 
pool barrier situations, it became apparent that there are inconsistencies between these 
sections as well as concerns about our current ability to address non-existent or non- 
co m p I ia n t barriers . 

Staff originally proposed to bring specific ordinance amendments to your Board today for 
consideration. While drafting this letter, however, it became apparent that a better approach 
would be to consider the item at a conceptual level, with the Board providing direction to staff, 
and continue the public hearing to May to consider formal policy changes consistent with that 
direction. The purpose of this letter, therefore, is to bring these inconsistencies between 
different policies with regard to pool barriers to your attention and discuss additional possible 
mechanisms to bring about compliance for non-existent or non-compliant barriers. 

BACKGROUND 

The County first adopted a pool barrier ordinance in 1970 (County Code Chapter 7.64). The 
ordinance applied to all new and existing swimming pools, regardless of when the pool was 
constructed. This ordinance, which is still in the County Code, requires barriers, meeting 
specific criteria, around all pools (but not spas and hot tubs) unless the parcel is greater than 
15,000 square feet in size or there are no neighboring residences within 1,000 feet of the 
pool. (A copy of the current wording of Chapter 7.64 is provided as Attachment 1 to this 
letter. ) 

On June 2, 1992, the County adopted the 1991 version of the California Uniform Building 
Code (UBC), by amending Chapter 12.10, that became effective on August 14,1992. These 
provisions imposed stricter pool barrier requirements than those contained in Chapter 7.64. 
Most importantly, the new regulations addressed the issue of creating barriers between the 
on-site residence and the pool and requiring barriers for spas and hot tubs. 
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A 

The most recent version of the UBC (1997), as adopted in Chapter 12.10, also contains Code 
regulations (UBC Appendix Chapter 4, Division I, Sections 41 9-421-see Attachment 2) that 
are in conflict with the barrier provisions in Chapter 7.64. These UBC Code requirements do 
not allow the parcel size or locational exceptions allowed in Chapter 7.64 for pools and, more 
importantly, do not contain retroactive applicability to existing pools, spas, and hot tubs. 

Staff has applied the various UBC standards since 1992 for new swimming pool permits and 
has applied the retroactive clause in Chapter 7.64 to existing non-compliant pools discovered 
through new permit applications and inspections. 

DISCUSSION 

When the 1991 and 1997 Building Codes were adopted in Chapter 12.1 0, the standards in 
County Code Chapter 7.64 were not modified or repealed. As a result, there are two sets of 
pooI/spa barrier standards currently in effect. The major differences between the standards 
set forth in Chapter 7.64 and the 1991 and 1997 versions of the UBC are the issue of 
retroactive applicability, barrier requirements for spas and hot tubs, and the requirement for a 
barrier to be placed between the on-site residence and the pool (either as a fence or, in 
certain circumstances, an alarm on the exterior door opening to the pool). As well, the UBC 
versions require tighter spacing on the fencing and between the ground, stricter requirements 
for automatic gate closing and latching, locking covers for portable spas and hot tubs, and the 
substitution of automatic covers for door alarms in specific situations. These provisions are 
intended to protect children of the residence as well as those from neighboring properties 
from drowning. Pookpa barrier layouts that are allowed under the 1997 UBC provisions and 
those that are prohibited are illustrated in Attachment 3. 

In addition to various regulatory actions, the Board, in the context of specific drowning 
incidents, has discussed the topic of pool barriers. As a result, staff has developed policies 
for dealing with noncompliant barriers discovered during permit application and inspection 
review. These include requiring temporary fencing until a barrier upgrade can be completed, 
invoking our Code Enforcement authorities and contacting the Sheriff if compliance is not 
forthcoming. 
Protective Services can be brought into the case. 

In extreme cases, where there is a serious issue of child safety, Child 

Because the Department routinely inspects only a small number of existing swimming pools 
for compliance with the regulations each year, based on the Board’s past concerns about this 
issue, staff believes that additional measures are warranted to better ensure residential pool 
barrier safety and compliance. 

POSSIBLE CHANGES IN REGULATIONS AND ENFORCEMENT PROCEDURE 

In order to address the entire range of issues related to this item, the discussion below 
focuses on three separate policy questions: what to do about the internal policy 
i nco n s i st encies , the a p p ro p ri aten ess of retroactive a p p I i ca t io n of the reg u la t io ns , 
proper timing for achieving compliance. 

and the 
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Correction of Code Inconsistencies 

. In order to address the current internal inconsistencies between Chapters 7.64 and 12.10, 
staff has developed three possible approaches, which are discussed below along with the 
re la ted co nseq ue nces : 

Option I: Correct the current inconsistencies found in Chapters 7.64 and 12.10 by 
deleting the UBC appendix barrier regulations. 

This change would result in one set of pool barrier regulations in the County Code- 
Chapter 7.64. The County would, however, lose the authority to require barriers for 
spas or hot tubs, pools on parcels greater than 15,000 square feet in size, or pools 
located more than 1,000 square feet from another dwelling, unless Chapter 7.64 is 
amended. The applicable barrier standards would be pre-I 992 Code regulations. 
These barrier standards would continue to be applicable retroactively to existing pools. 
This approach would be accomplished through modifications to Chapter 12.1 0 of the 
County Code. 

Option 2: Correct the current inconsistencies found in Chapters 7.64 and 12.10 by 
deleting Chapter 7.64. 

This change would result in one set of pool barrier regulations in the County Code- 
the 1997 UBC regulations. These regulations would apply to all pools, spas and hot 
tubs regardless of parcel size or the proximity of neighboring residences. Since the 
UBC regulations do not contain a retroactivity clause, the County would lose the ability 
to require barriers or upgraded barriers for pre-1997 permitted pools, spas, or hot tubs. 

Option 3: Delete Chapter 7.64 and amend Chapter 12.1 0 to add retroactivity provisions 
for existing swimming pools, spas, and hot tubs. 

This change would apply the 1997 UBC barrier standards for proposed new pools, 
spas and hot tubs. In addition, all or some of its provisions could be applied to existing 
pools, spas and hot tubs. Most critical health and safety provisions (illustrated in 
Attachment 2) include meeting current requirements for fence location and design, 
installing door alarms or special locks on doors of residences opening onto 
unprotected pools or spas, and installing locking covers on non-self-contained spas 
and hot tubs. 

Staff believes that Option 3 is the appropriate approach to correct the existing internal 
inconsistencies and retain the authority to require correction of non-existent or non-compliant 
barrier conditions. Specific details of which policies would be applied retroactively are 
addressed below. 

Scope of Retroactivity Requirements 

In the event that your Board agrees that retaining retroactive provisions is appropriate, there 
are three approaches for possible applicability, as follows: 
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Option A: The retroactive requirement could apply to all existing pools, spas and hot 
tubs, no matter when constructed. 

Retroactivity provisions, with no qualifiers, could result in property owners having to 
upgrade their barriers each time the barrier regulations are amended. The barrier 
regulation changes are sometimes sweeping, such as requiring fencing between the 
pool and home or installation of door alarms, but are sometimes as minor as slightly 
reducing the spacing of wire fence mesh. We believe that this approach is not 
reasonable, because it would in some cases require expensive changes to current 
legal barriers with minor safety benefits (e.g. reducing the spacing on a wrought iron 
fence enclosure). 

Option B: The retroactive requirement could apply to existing pools, spas and hot tubs 
existing before a certain date. 

Swimming pools, spas and hot tubs built or erected prior to the adoption of the 1991 
UBC provisions in 1992 could be required to meet current regulations. Since there 
were lesser or no barrier standards prior to 1992, requiring current barrier standards 
would increase child safety for this category. This approach would not, however, 
address some enhanced safety improvements required after the 1992 Code (e.g. 
alarms on doors between the house and pool). 

Option C: The retroactive requirement could apply to all existing pools, spa and hot tubs 
depending on when built and existing barrier condition. 

The retroactive requirement would apply only in cases of substantial noncompliance 
with the regulations, such as: 

1. 

2. 

Any pool, spa or hot tub built or erected prior to the effective date of the 1991 
UBC barrier provisions in 1992; and 
Any pool, spa or hot tub built or erected since the effective date of the 1991 
UBC barrier provisions in 1992 that meets the following criteria: 
o having a pool barrier in disrepair to the extent it no longer provides an 

effective barrier; 
o having an existing pool barrier that does not provide a barrier between the 

residence and pool; 
o having a non-self-contained spa or hot tub without a locking cover; 

Swimming pool barriers, built in accordance with the 1991 or 1997 UBC provisions and 
maintained in compliant condition, generally do not provide a danger and would be 
excused from a retroactive provision under this scenario. 

Staff believes that Option C would lead to an upgrade of barriers for those situations where 
there are true child safety concerns while not burdening property owners, who maintain their 
barriers in compliant condition, with continual upgrade responsibilities each time the 
regulations are amended. 
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Ti m i na of Retroactive Res u i re men t Com p I ia nce 

Finally, if your Board agrees that retaining retroactive provisions is appropriate, there are 
several options of when the retroactivity should be triggered. 

Alternative I : Require property owners with pools, spas or hot tubs in noncompliance, 
as described in Option C. above, to come into compliance immediately. 

The current retroactivity provisions in Chapter 7.64 require immediate correction of 
noncompliance. The situations described in Option C. above contribute to child 
drowning and immediate compliance is appropriate. The downside of this retroactivity 
requirement is that the property owners are totally responsible for becoming compliant, 
with no “event” to ensure compliance. 

Alternative 2: Require property owners with pools, spas or hot tubs in noncompliance to 
come into compliance upon the sale of their property and require written certification of 
compliance . 

This provision could serve as an “event” to identify and correct noncompliance. Since 
a residence may not be sold for years or decades, this provision alone would not be as 
effective as the current retroactive provisions. The requirement for compliance upon 
sale is already required for several provisions in the County Code including water 
conservation devices and notification of proximity to timber production lands. 

Alternative 3: Require property owners with noncompliant pools, spas or hot tubs, as 
described in Option C. above, to come into compliance immediately. Enforcement o 
requirement would occur as part of the Planning Department’s routine inspection act 
and at the time of sale of the home, with written certification required at that time. 

This provision retains the requirement of immediate compliance but also ensures 
compliance takes place at the time of sale of the home. 

this 
vities 

that 

Staff believes that Alternative 3 would best ensure a balanced approach for achieving pool 
barrier compliance. As envisioned, Planning Department staff would enforce these 
requirements as part of all new application reviews, building inspections, and code 
compliance investigations for properties that have swimming pools, hot tubs, and/or spas. 
These provisions would also be enforced if during unrelated inspections (i.e., if it is noticed 
while inspecting a property that the neighbor‘s pool has no barrier). Finally, compliance for 
most sites would be achieved at the time of sale of the property, with the services provided 
either though a special inspection conducted by the Planning Department or a private 
inspector. 

4 7  
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RECOMMENDATION 

To resolve the current ordinance inconsistencies, staff proposes that Chapter 7.64 be deleted 
and that Chapter 12.1 0 be revised to provide for a focused retroactivity requirement. 
Furthermore, in order to provide greater safeguards to public safety, it is recommended that 
the proposed revised pooI/spa barrier requirements be enforced in a balanced fashion, with 
compliance on substantial issues of safety required to be addressed immediately, and other 
less serious issues of non-compliance addressed at the time of sale of the home. 

It is therefore RECOMMENDED that your Board take the following actions: 

1. Accept and file this report; 

2. OPen DU~IIC * hearina and consider initial public comments with regard to barriers for 
pools, hot tubs and spas; 

3. Direct Planning staff to prepare ordinance amendments to Chapters 7.64 and 12.10 to 
include the provisions recommended in this letter; and 

4. Continue this public hearing until the morning agenda of May 9, 2006. 

Tom B O r d  
P I a n n i n g D i recto r 

/ 

SUSAN A. MAURIELLO 
County Administrative Officer 

Attach men ts : 

1. Copy of Chapter 7.64 of the County Code. 
2. Copy of the UBC Appendix Chapter 4, Division I, Sections 419-421 
3. Diagrams of acceptable and prohibited pool barrier types 

cc: Santa Cruz County Board of Realtors 

TB:GH:fb\G:\Board Letters\Pending ItemsMpril4, 2006\Pool Barriers BOS Letter (ver. 12).doc 



TITLE 7: HEALTH AND SAFETY 

Chapter 7.64 SWIMMING POOL ENCLOSURES 

(Entire Chapter Proposed to be Deleted) 

7.64.010 Findings. 

The board of supervisors expressly finds that there are a large number of swimming pools 
in the unincorporated area of the county of Santa Cruz which constitute a serious and 
dangerous hazard to small children, unless adequately fended or otherwise protected. 
(Prior code § 8.80.010: Ord. 1523, 6/9/70) 

7.64.020 Private swimming pool defined. 

A. “Private swimming pool” means a swimming pool, wading pool or fish pond created by 
artificial means which has any depth in excess of eighteen inches, whether above or below 
grade, and whether intended to be temporary or permanent in nature, and which pool or 
pond is maintained in connection with a single-family dwelling in a residential or 
unclassified district: 

1. Which has a building site area requirement of fifteen thousand square feet or less; 
or 

2. Where the pool is located within one thousand feet of any other dwelling in a 
residential district. 

B. A private swimming pool shall not include agricultural or recreational ponds or lakes, 
swimming places along natural waterways, or other similar bodies of water, whether 
naturally or artificially created. (Prior code § 8.80.020: Ord. 1523, 6/9/70; Ord. 1760, 
8/22/72) 

7.64.030 E nclosu re--Requ i red. 

A. Every person who owns or is in possession of any premises in the unincorporated area 
of the county upon which there is now situated or at any time hereafter may be situated a 
private swimming pool as defined in this chapter, shall construct and maintain in good 
condition, completely surrounding such premises or the swimming pool itself, an enclosure 
of not less than four feet in height, consisting of a fence, wall, buildings, or combination 
thereof. 

B. The enclosure shall be constructed of fencing or concrete, masonry, wood or other solid 
material designed to withstand fifteen pounds per square foot of uniform horizontal load, 
and constructed so as to discourage climbing by small children. The space between the 
bottom of the enclosure and the ground shall not exceed two inches. 

C. All gates or doors to the enclosure shall be equipped with a self-closing and self- 
latching device designed to keep such gates or doors securely closed at all times, with the 
latching device either placed at least four feet nine inches above ground level or otherwise 
made inaccessible from the outside to small children. (Prior code § 8.80.030: Ord. 1523, 
6/9/70) 
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7.64.040 E ncl osu re--Ap pl i cat ion f or exception. 

Any person otherwise subject to the provisions of this chapter may file an application for 
an exception to the requirement of an enclosure on the basis that an enclosure is 
unnecessary by reason of the remoteness of the swimming pool, natural barriers, or other 
circumstances which make an enclosure unnecessary to protect small children from 
straying into the pool. The procedures and filing fee for such application shall be the same 
as that for a variance, and the zoning administrator shall hear all such applications. The 
zoning administrator may grant such an exception with or without conditions for a limited 
period or for an indefinite period of time depending on the circumstances making an 
enclosure unnecessary. The zoning administrator may, on his or her own motion, review 
any exception previously granted if there is an unforeseen change of circumstances. (Prior 
code § 8.80.040: Ord. 1523, 6/9/70) 

7.64.050 Existing pools. 

Existing private swimming pools shall comply with the requirements of this chapter on or 
before April 30, 1971. (Prior code § 8.80.050: Ord. 1523, 6/9/70) 

7.64.060 Newly constructed pools. 

The enclosures referred to in this chapter shall be deemed to be a structure within the 
meaning of the term as it is used in the building code for the county, and a permit for any 
enclosure is required to be obtained from the building inspector. Final inspection and 
approval of all private swimming pools hereafter constructed shall be withheld until all 
requirements of this chapter have been complied with. (Prior code § 8.80.060: Ord. 1523, 
6/9/70) 

7.64.070 Vi olat i on--Pe na I ty . 

47 

A violation of any of the provisions of this chapter shall be a misdemeanor and punishable 
as provided by this code. (Ord. 3620 5 7, 1985: Ord. 3602 5 7, 1985: prior code § 
8.80.070: Ord. 1523, 6/9/70) 
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Appendix Chapter 4 
SPECiAh USE AND OCCUPANCY 

Di~ision I- BARRlEWS FOR SW!NlMDNG POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

SECVBON 419 - GENERAL 
419.1 Scope. The provisions of this section apply to the design 
and construction of barriers for swimming pools located on the 
premises of Group R, Division 3 Occupancies. 

419.2 Standards of Quality. In addition to the other require- 
ments of this code, safety covers for pools and spas shall meet the 
requirements for pool and spa safety covers as listed below. The 
standard listed below is a recognized standard. (See Section 
3504.) 

1. ASTM F 1346, Standard Performance Specification for 
Safety Covers and Labeling Requirement for At1 Covers for 
Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs 

For the purpose of this section, certain terms, words and phrases 
are defined as follows: 

ABOYEGROUND/ON-GWOWHP POOL. See definition of 
“swimming pool.” 

BARRIER is a fence, wall, building wall or combination 
thereof that completely surrounds the swimming pool and 
obstructs access to the swimming pool. 

G W E  is the underlying surface, such as earth or a walking 
surface. 

MOT TUB. See definition of “spa, nonself-contained” and 
“spa, self-contained.” 

IN-GROUND POOL. See definition of “swimming pool.” 

SEPARATION FENCE is a barrier that separates all doors of a 
dwelling unit with direct access to a swimming pool from the 
swimming pool. 

SPA, NONSELF-CONTAINED, is a hydromassage pool or 
tub for recreational or therapeutic use, not located in health-care 
facilities, designed for immersion of users and usually having a 
fiIter, heater and motor-driven blower. It may be installed indoors 
or outdoors, on the ground or on a supporting structure, or in the 
ground or in a supporting structure. A nonself-contained spa is 
intended for recreational bathing and contains water over 
24 inches (610 mm) deep. 

SPA, SELF-CONTAINED, is a continuous-duty appliance in 
which all control, water-heating and water-circulating equipment 
is an integral part of the product, located entirely under the spa 
skirt. A self-contained spa is intended for recreational bathing and 
contains water over 24 inches (610 mrn) deep. 

SWIMMING POOL is any structure intended for swimming 
or recreational bathing that contains water over 24 inches (610 
mm) deep. This includes in-ground, aboveground and on-ground 
swimming pools, and fixed-in-place wading pools. 

SWIMMPNG POOL, INDOOR, is a swimming pool that is 
totally contained within a residential structure and surrounded on 
all four sides by walls of said structure. 

SWIMMING POOL, OUTDOOR, is any swimming pool 
that is not an indoor pool. 

SECTION 421 - WEQLIIIREMWENYS 

428.1 Outdoor Swimming Pool. An outdoor swimming pool 
shall be provided with a banier that shall be installed, inspected 
and approved prior to plastering or filling with water. The barrier 
shall comply with the following: 

1. The top of the barrier shall be at least 45 inches (1219 mm) 
above grade measured on the side of the barrier that faces away 
from the swimming pool. The maximum vertical clearance 
between grade and the bottom of the barTier shall be 2 inches 
(51 mm) measured on the side of the barrier that faces away from 
the swimming pool. The maximum vertical clearance at the bot- 
tom of the barrier may be increased to 4 inches (102 mm) when 
grade is a solid surface such as a concrete deck, or when the barrier 
is mounted on the top of the aboveground pool structure. When 
barriers have horizontal members spaced less than 45 inches 
(1143 mm) apart, the horizontal members shall be placed on the 
pool side of the b&er. Any decorative design work cn  the side 
away from the swimming pool, such as protmsions, indentations 
or cutouts, which render the barrier easily climbable, is prohibited. 

2. Openings in the barrier shall not allow passage of a 
13i4-inch-diameter (44.5 mm) sphere. 

EXCEBYP?IBNS: 1. When vertical spacing between such openings 
is 45 inches (1143 rnm) or more, the opening size may be increased 
such that the passage of a 4-inch-diameter (102 mm) sphere is not 
allowed. 

2. For fax ing  composed of vertical and horizontal members, the 
spacing betiveen vertical members may be increased up to 4 inches 
(102 mm) when the distance between the tops of horizontal members 
is 45 inches (1143 mm) or more. 

3. Chain link fences used as the barrier shall not be less than 
11 gage. 

4. Access gates shall comply with the requirements of Items 1 
through 3. Pedestrian access gates shall be self-closing and have a 
self-latching device. Where the release mechanism of the self- 
latching device is located less than 54 inches (1372 mm) from the 
bottom of the gate, (1) the release mechanism shall be located on 
the pool side of the barrier a! least 3 inches (76 rnm) below the top 
of the gate, and (2) the gate and barrier shall have no opening 
greater than 1/2 inch (12.7 rnm) within 18 inches (457 mm) of the 
release mechanism. Pedestrian gates shall swing away from the 
pool. Any gates other than pedestrian access gates shall be 
equipped with lockable hardware or padlocks and shall remain 
locked at all times when not in use. 

5. Where a wall of a Group R, Division 3 Occupancy dwelling 
unit serves as part of the barrier and contains door openings 
between the dwelling unit and the outdoor swimming pool that 
provide direct access to the pool, a separation fence meeting the 
requirements of Items 1,2,3 and 4 of Section 421.1 shall be pro- 
vided. 

EXCEPYTIBN: When approved by the budding official, one of the 

1. Self-ciosing and self-latchingdwicesinstalledonaildoors with 
direct access to the pool with the release mechanism located a 
minimum of 54 inches (1372 mrn) above the floor. 

2 .  An alarm installed on all doors with direct access to the pool. 
The alarm shall sound continuously for a minimum of30  sec- 
onds within seven seconds after the door and its screen, i f  pres- 
ent, are opened, and be capable of providing a sound pressure 
level of not less than 85 dBA when measured indoors at 10 feet 
(3048 mm). The alarm shall automaticaily reset under all condi- 

following may be used: 

1-317 
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3. 

tions.The alarm system shall beequippedwith a manual means, 
suchasa toucbpadorswitch, to temporarily deactivate the alarm 
for a single opening. Such deactivation shall last no longer than 

or steps are secured, locked or removed, any opening created shall 
be protected by a barrier complying with Items 1 through 5. 

15 seconds. The deactivation switch shall be l o c a t e d t  least 
54 inches (1372 mm) above the threshold of the door. 
Other 
degree of protection afforded is not less than that afforded by 
any of the devices described above. 

421.2 Indoor Swimming Pool. For an indoor swimming pool, 
protection shall comply with the requirements of Section 421.1, 
Itern 5- 

of protection be acceptable so long as the 

6.  Where an aboveground pool structure is used as a bamer Or  

where the barrier is mounted on top of the pool structure, and the 
means of access is a ladder or steps, then (1) the ladder or steps 
shall be capable of being secured, locked or removed to prevent 
access or (2) the ladder or steps shall be surrounded by a barrier 
that meets the requirements of Items 3. through 5. When the ladder 

421-3 $Pas andl Hot Tubs. For a nonself-contained and self- 
contained spa or hot tub, Protection shall comply with the require- 
ments *€ Section 421.1* 

EXCEPTION: A self-contained spa or hot tub equipped with a 
listed safety cover shall be exempt from the requirements of Sec- 
tion 421.1. 

1-31 8 



- -  . 

SWIMMING POOL BARRIER DETAILS 
ACCEPTABLE SOLUTIONS 
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SWIMMING POOL BARRIER DETAILS 
PROHIBITED SOLUTIONS 
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